1 


Combined  Districts  of 


p^.BATHAVON,  KEYNSHAM, 
FROME  (Urban  and  Rural) 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1945 


R.  H.  G.  HECTOR  DENHAM,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Health  Department, 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings, 

Bath. 

Telephone  ; Bath  5391 


OF  THE 


INDEX 


GENERAL 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Diphtheria  ....  ...  . . ....  ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Erysipelas  ....  . . ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Scabies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Statistical  Table  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Tuberculosis  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

BATHAVON 

Births  and  still  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  8 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Notifiable  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

KEYNSHAM 

Births  and  still  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Day  Nursery  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 

Notifiable  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Tuberculosis  ....  ..  ....  ....  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  22 

FROME  URBAN 

Births  and  still  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Day  Nursery  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  32 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Notifiable  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  32 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  34 

Tuberculosis  ....  ...  ....  ...  ...  . ..  ....  ....  ....  32 

FROME  RURAL 

Births  and  still  births  40 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  42 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  40 

Notifiable  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  42 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 43 

Tuberculosis 42 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings, 
Bath. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Keynsham  and  Frome 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  year,  which  will  always  be  remembered  as  marking  the 
end  of  the  greatest  war  in  the  history  of  mankind,  has  proved  as 
uneventful  as  the  previous  war  5^ears  regarding  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  disease  in  anything  approaching  epidemic  proportions. 
One  can  only  hope  that  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  throughout 
the  post-war  years  and  especially  until  living  conditions  among 
the  peoples  of  Europe  have  returned  to  a more  normal  level. 

The  satisfactory  position  regarding  Diphtheria  reported  last 
year  was  maintained  and  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession  there 
was  no  death  from  this  disease. 

Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  but 
in  the  case  of  most  of  the  other  common  infectious  diseases  the 
incidence  has  remained  low. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  remained  almost  the  same  as  last  year  but 
the  general  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality  rates  show  an  increase. 

Now  that  hostilities  have  ceased  I should  like  to  express  my 
deep  appreciation  of  the  ready  and  sympathetic  co-operation  that 
it  has  always  been  my  pleasure  to  receive  from  the  chairmen  and 
members  of  my  respective  councils  during  the  war  years  and  also 
of  the  unfailing  assistance  given  throughout  this  period  by  the 
council  staffs. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  G.  Hector  Denham. 


August,  1946. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Sixty-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  compared  with 
79  for  the  previous  year.  The  disease  continued  to  be  of  a very 
mild  type  and  removal  to  hospital  was  indicated  in  35  cases  only. 
As  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  hospital  treatment  is  now  deter- 
mined only  after  consideration  of  the  following  points  : (1)  The 
severity  of  the  disease  ; (2)  The  home  nursing  facilities  ; (3)  The 
employment  of  another  member  of  the  household  in  the  preparation 
or  distribution  of  food  for  public  consumption  ; (4)  The  approaching 
confinement  of  any  female  in  the  patient’s  house. 


WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  MEASLES 

Forty-one  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  compared 
with  136  for  1944,  and  there  were  2 deaths. 

Measles  reached  epidemic  proportions  during  the  year,  1,001 
cases  being  notified  against  12  for  the  previous  year.  There  was  1 
death. 


DIPHTHERIA 

The  satisfactory  position  regarding  Diphtheria  reported  last 
year,  when  it  was  shown  that  the  number  of  cases  had  fallen  from 
62  in  1940  to  3 in  1944,  was  maintained  during  the  year  as  only  4 
cases  were  notified. 

The  immunisation  levels  remained  almost  static,  the  per- 
centage for  the  school  population  satisfactory  at  over  90  per  cent 
but  that  for  the  under  fives  still  under  the  desired  75 'per  cent  in 
some  areas.  One  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  discrepancy  in  the  two 
percentages  is  the  fact  that  it  is  easier  to  secure  the  all-important 
contact  with  the  parents  in  the  schools.  It  is  hoped  that  the  return 
of  most  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  will  enable  more 
time  to  be  given  to  the  immunisation  of  the  babies  with  consequent 
improvement  in  the  figures. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  immunisation  is  available 
at  : — 


Health  Department,  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath,  on  Saturday 
mornings,  for  the  Bathavon  area.  For  the  Keynsham  area  at 
the  Social  Service  Hut,  Avon  Road,  Keynsham,  on  the  last 
two  Wednesdays  in  the  month,  from  2.0  p.m.  to  3.45  p.m., 
and  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural  areas  at  the 
Frome  Dispensary  on  Wednesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 
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A stock  of  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  still  held  at  each  of  the 
Council  Offices  in  the  area  to  serve  the  needs  of  practitioners  during 
the  day.  Out  of  office  hours,  that  is,  between  the  hours  of  5 p.m. 
and  9 a.m.,  the  serum  can  be  obtained  from  the  following  premises  : 

Bath  City  Police  Station  for  the  Bathavon  area  ; 

KeN'nsham  P.A.  Institution  for  the  Keynsham  area  ; 

Victoria  Hospital,  Frome,  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Frome 
Rural  areas. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER 

There  were  2 cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  as  against  4 for  the 
previous  j’ear.  One  of  these  was  fatal. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Seven  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  compared  with 
6 for  last  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 


PNEUMONIA 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  showed  a marked  fall, 
only  9 being  notified  compared  with  22  for  the  previous  year,  and 
no  deaths  as  against  9 for  last  year. 

SCABIES 

The  greatly  diminished  incidence  of  this  disease,  particularly 
of  the  grossly-infected  case  requiring  in-patient  treatment,  made, 
it  necessary"  to  close  the  Hamleaze  Sick  Bay  at  Ke3msham  in  August. 
My  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  and  staff  of  the  Keynsham 
Urban  District  Council  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  working 
of  the  Sick  Ba^^ 

No  action  was  necessary"  during  the  year  under  the  Scabies 
Order  (1940). 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Forty-five  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  14  cases  of 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year  com- 
pared with  40  cases  of  pulmonary  and  7 cases  of  non-pulmonary 
for  last  year. 

ERYSIPELAS 

There  were  11  cases  of  Erysipelas  against  15  for  1944. 

Also  notified  during  the  year  were  one  case  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  one  Acute  Anterio  Poliomyelitis  and  two  cases  of 
Malaria. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE 


The  following  Table  shows  the  comparative  birth  rates,  death 
rates  and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for 
the  years  1939-45  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  areal  comparability  factors  are  still  in  suspension  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  death  rates  shown  in  the  statistics  for 
the  years  1942,  1943,  1944  and  1945  are  therefore  the  recorded 
rates  only. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

Combined  districts 

1939  

13  -8 

11  -1 

45  -2 

England  and  Wales 

1939  

15  0 

12  -1 

50  -0 

Combined  Districts 

1940  

12  -9 

11  -9 

51  -1 

England  and  Wales 

1940  

14  -6 

14  -3 

55  -0 

Combined  districts 

1941  

13  -2 

11  -8 

45  -2 

England  and  Wales 

1941  

14  -2 

12  -9 

59  -0 

Combined  districts 

1942  

16  -4 

11  -7 

29  -6 

England  and  Wales 

1942  

15  -8 

11  -6 

49  -0 

Combined  districts 

1943  

18  -68 

11  -44 

29  -47 

England  and  Wales 

1943  

16  -5 

12  1 

49  -0 

Combined  districts 

1944  

17  -75 

11  -52 

29  -96 

England  and  Wales 

1944  

17  -6 

11  -6 

46  -0 

Combined  districts 

1945  

17  -33 

12  -43 

42  -70 

England  and  Wales 

1945  

16  1 

11  -4 

46  0 

The  figures  this  year  have  not  maintained  the  consistency  of 
the  previous  three  years.  The  birth  rate  is  almost  the  same  but 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  general  death  and  infantile  mortality 
rates. 

The  figures  for  the  birth  rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate 
continue  to  bear  favourable  comparison  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1945  * 19,770 

Area  of  the  District 41,151  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books  5,890 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  3 -35 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £447 

Rateable  Value  , £106,894 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


P.  M.  WiLLCox,  Esq.,  J.P. 

T.  L.  Freeman,  Esq. 

C.  C.  Axford,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Health  Department  Clerk  ....  Miss  Tennant 

Council  Offices  : 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath. 

Telephone : Bath  5391  /5 
Health  Dept. : Bath  5391/5 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  362. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


STILL 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

161 

166 

327 

17 

18 

35 

178 

184 

362 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

5 

1 

6 

2 

1 

3 

7 

2 

9 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1945  18-31 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  24-26 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  12  -04 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  49-72 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  51-99 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  28  -57 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

,,  „ Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  40 

,,  „ Measles  (all  ages)  ....  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  1 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  ....  ....  4 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  238,  119  males  and  119  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  spinal  fever  

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

5 

2 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

1 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .... 

6 

2 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

5 

5 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

3 

23 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

3 

20 

23 

Heart  disease 

28 

32 

60 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

8 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

4 

— 

4 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

7 

10 

Nephritis  

7 

4 

11 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth  

2 

3 

5 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

4 

2 

6 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes  

1 

3 

4 

All  other  causes  

13 

14 

27 

119 

119 

238 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  18  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year,  11  males  and  7 
females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  6 1 — 4 weeks  ....  4 

1 — 6 months  ....  6 6 — 12  months  ....  2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 
Ho  spital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  

— 





Scarlet  Fever  

25 

16 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

3 

2 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ....  

325 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

13 

— 

— 

Malaria  ' 

2(Army) 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ....  

3 

— 

— 

395 

21 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

28  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  16  male  and 
12  female.  Three  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 


one  male  and  two  female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  ....  ....  ....  28*  7 

Non-respiratory  ....  ....  3 1 

* 1 Army. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  its  good  work  under  the  chairmanship  of  Miss  Date. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Details  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  Parishes  are  given 
hereunder  : — 


Parish 

By  whom 
supplied 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  water 
laid  on 

Percentage 
served  with 
standpipes 

Bathampton 

R.D.C.  and 
Bath  Corp. 

97% 

1% 

Chlorinated 

Batheaston  .... 

Bath  Corp. 

97% 

— 

1 1 

Bathford 

R.D.C. 

90% 

10% 

.. 

Camerton 

R.D.C. 

58%  • 

40% 

l> 

Charlcombe 

Bath  Corp. 

47% 

— 

If 

Claverton 

Combe  Down 
Water  Co.  & 
Estate  supply 

81% 

f t 

Compton  Dando 

Private 

20% 

4% 

Unchlorinated 

Combe  Hay 

Private 

7% 

— 

Corston 

Part  West 
Glos.  Water 
Co.,  part 
private 

18% 

« 

72% 

Part  Chlor. 

,,  Unchlor. 

Dunkerton 

R.D.C. 

44% 

17% 

Chlorinated 

Englishcombe 

Combe  Down 
Water  Co.  & 
private 

37% 

Freshford 

Combe  Down 
Water  Co. 

86% 

15% 

Hinton  Charterhouse 

R.D.C. 

70% 

13% 

1 > 

Kelston 

Private 

87% 

— 

Unchlorinated 

Marksbury  .... 

R.D.C. 

9% 

51% 

Chlorinated 

Monkton  Combe 

Part  Combe 
Down  Water 
Co.,  part 
private 

97% 

Part  Chlor. 

,,  Unchlor 
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Parish 

By  whom 
supplied 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  water 
laid  on 

Percentage 
served  with 
standpipes 

Newton  St.  Loe 

Private 

19% 

14% 

Unchlorinated 

Northstoke  .... 

Part  R.D.C. 
Part  private 

38% 

61% 

Priston 

Priston  Water 
Supply  Co. 

9% 

76% 

Unchlorinated 

Southstoke  .... 

Combe  Down 
Water  Co. 

91% 

5% 

Chlorinated 

St.  Catherine 

Bath  Corp. 

38% 

— 

** 

Swainswick  .... 

R.D.C.  and 
Bath  Corp. 

94% 

— 

Part  Chlor. 

,,  Unchlor. 

Wellow 

R.D.C.  • 

81% 

11% 

Part  Chlor. 

„ Unchlor. 

Weston 

Bath  Corp. 

96% 

4% 

Chlorinated. 

Whitchurch 

West.  Glos. 
Water  Co. 

97% 

— 

tt 

The  statutory  water  undertakers  gave  the  parts  of  the  district 
served  by  them  a constant  supply.  The  purity  of  the  supplies  from 
these  undertakers  and  those  of  the  Council  has  remained  satisfactory 
as  the  quarterly  samples  have  shown  no  evidence  of  contamination. 
A number  of  private  supplies  have  also  been  analysed  and  stand- 
pipe supplies  have  been  provided  at  Southstoke  and  Freshford 
where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

The  water  in  the  district  is  invariably  hard  and  therefore  we 
are  not  troubled  with  plumbo-solvent  action. 

To  supplement  the  Peasedown  supply  the  Council  in  1944 
acquired  a spring,  the  dependable  minimum  yield  of  which  is 
estimated  at  at  least  100,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  The  scheme  has, 
at  the  time  of  writing,  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  by  the 
County  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  A local 
public  inquiry  has  already  been  held  in  connection  with  the  applica- 
tion for  loan  sanction  and  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  is  now 
awaited.  The  cost  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at  ;fl7,000.  In  May, 
1945,  the  Council  approached  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Co.  in 
regard  to  a scheme  for  the  taking  of  a piped  supply  to  the  parishes 
of  Corston,  Compton  Dando,  Newton  St.  Loe,  Northstoke  and 
Kelston.  Following  negotiations  the  Company  submitted  a scheme 
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estimated  to  cost  approximately  £24,000.  This  scheme  has,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  in  principle  by 
the  County  Council  and  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

The  Council  have  in  mind  their  obligations  under  the  Rural 
Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  in  regard  to  the  making 
of  extensions  from  existing  piped  supplies  to  certain  sizeable 
groups  of  houses  at  present  without  a supply. 

Considerable  housing  development  by  the  Council  and  by 
private  enterprise  is  contemplated  at  Bathampton,  a parish  within 
the  statutory  water  area  of  the  Bath  Corporation.  The  existing 
water  undertaking  of  the  Council  will  not  be  adequate  to  meet  this 
development  and  negotiations  are  now  proceeding  with  the  Corpora- 
tion with  a view  to  their  supplying  the  Parish.  The  Corporation, 
in  the  past,  have  themselves  been  short  of  water  and  in  the  event 
of  their  not  being  able  to  undertake  the  supply  of  the  Parish,  the 
Council  have  sunk  a trial  bore  on  certain  land  at  Bathampton. 
The  contractors  pumped  2,850  gallons  per  hour  at  16  ft.  It  is 
anticipated  that  if  the  well  is  carried  down  to  a depth  of  20  ft.  a 
minimum  supply  of  4,000  gallons  per  hour  would  be  obtained. 

SEWERAGE 

The  sewers,  the  Avon  valley  sewer  and  the  low-level  pumping 
plant  connected  therewith  and  the  sewage  disposal  systems  have 
functioned  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  are,  at  the  time  of  writing,  preparing  extensive 
sewerage  schemes  for  the  parish  of  Freshford  and  for  the  combined 
parishes  of  Camerton,  Dunkerton  and  Wellow,  including  the  built-up 
area  of  Peasedown  St.  John.  This  latter  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost 
£84,000  and  is  now  before  the  appropriate  authorities  for  approval. 
Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  Clutton  Rural  District  Council 
for  an  enlargement  of  this  scheme  to  serve  certain  parts  of  the 
Clutton  district.  The  Council’s  consulting  engineers  have  been 
instructed  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Newton  St.  Loe 
and  Corston. 

As  soon  as  the  material  and  labour  situations  permit  an 
extension  at  Bathford  together  with  a pumping  plant  will  be  put 
in  hand  and  will  cost  approximately  £7,000. 

The  Avon  valley  sewer  has  been  extended  at  Combe  Down 
and  Batheaston  to  take  the  drainage  from  the  new  housing  estates 
now  in  progress.  Extensions  in  the  various  parishes  will  be  made 
as  the  housing  programme  proceeds  and  in  some  of  the  smaller 
villages  disposal  plants  will  be  constructed  to  serve  the  smaller 
number  of  houses. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  commenced 
on  the  lines  of  the  Hobhouse  Report  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
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County  Rural  Housing  Committee.  Two  inspectors  have  been 
engaged  for  the  scheme.  Premises  built  before  1914  and  under  a 
rateable  value  of  £16  are  first  being  inspected. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  houses  were  recorded  and 
categorised. 


In  connection  with  complaints  received,  145  inspections  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  were  made  for  various  nuisances 
and  sanitary  defects. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  83  informal  notices  to  remed}' 
urgent  defects.  No  statutory  notices  were  served. 

Following  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2778,  dated  4th 
March,  1943,  requesting  the  Council  to  review  their  housing  needs, 
each  parish  was  surveyed  by  a sub-committee  of  the  Council’s 
Housing  Committee  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
housing  needs  and  formulating  a housing  programme.  In  drawing 
up  their  scheme  consideration  was  given  to  houses  required  : — 
(a)  to  meet  replacements  of  those  scheduled  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  (b)  for  the  accommodation  of  agricultural 
workers,  (c)  for  general  needs,  (d)  to  alleviate  overcrowding.  In 
this  connection  a comprehensive  list  of  such  properties  has  been 
prepared. 

The  Ministry  have  now  approved  a two  year  programme  of  600 
houses  to  meet  this  need.  The  position,  at  the  time  of  writing,  in 
regard  to  the  programme  is  as  follows  ; — 

Eighteen  sites  have  been  actually  acquired  and  possession 
obtained,  including  one  twenty  acre  site  and  two  ten  acre  sites. 
In  three  cases  the  Council  have  had  to  exercise  their  compulsory 
powers. 

The  purchase  of  two  further  sites  is  about  to  be  completed 
and  negotiations  for  a further  four  sites  are  proceeding,  two  of  which 
are  over  five  acres  in  extent.  Fortj^-six  of  the  68  houses  to  be 
erected  on  the  Combe  Down  site  are  under  construction.  .A  contract 
has  been  placed  for  the  erection  of  75  oi  the  120  houses  to  be  erected 
on  the  Batheaston  site  and  tenders  have  been  obtained  for  the 
erection  of  44  houses  on  the  Whitchurch  site.  The  advance  prepara- 
tion of  the  last  three  named  sites  by  the  construction  of  roads, 
sewers,  etc.,  having  previously  been  carried  out  by  the  Council. 
The  construction  of  roads,  sewers,  etc.,  on  the  Freshford  site  is 
now  in  hand. 


No.  inspected 

and  recorded  641 


Categories 

For  action  under  Sec.  9 of  the 


Housing  Act,  1936 
For  action  under  Sec.  11  .... 
Minor  defects 


427 

85 

129 
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Within  three  weeks  of  the  Ministr}^  circular  92/46  the  Council 
negotiated  with  a firm  of  builders  at  Whitchurch  for  the  acquisition 
of  8 houses  now  under  construction  under  Licence  and  for  the 
erection  of  a further  20  houses  on  the  Whitecross  Court  Estate. 
The  Ministry  have  approved  the  scheme  in  principle  and  it  has 
now  been  officially  submitted.  A scheme  for  the  erection  of  a 
further  10  houses  by  private  builders  for  the  Council  at  Saltwell 
Avenue,  Whitchurch,  has  also  been  submitted. 

Twenty  Airey  houses  have  been  ordered  for  erection  on  certain 
of  the  rural  sites.  Eight  Swedish  timber  houses  are  now  under 
construction  on  the  Peasedown  site,  the  roads  and  sewers  on  this 
site  having  already  been  constructed.  House  plans  for  many  of 
the  smaller  rural  sites  are  well  in  hand. 


SUMMARY 

Sites  proposed  to  be  acquired  for  113  houses 
Sites  obtained  but  not  developed  for  265  ,, 

Sites  obtained  and  developed  for  222 
No.  of  houses  under  construction  137 


HOUSE  REFUSE 

The  reorganised  system  of  collecting  house  refuse  with  the 
Council’s  own  lorries  has  worked  satisfactorily.  The  refuse  is 
collected  from  all  but  villages  and  five  small  hamlets.  The  frequency 
of  collection  varies  from  once  a fortnight  in  the  semi-urban  parishes 
to  once  a quarter  in  the  more  remote  rural  areas.  The  Council 
have  placed  an  order  for  an  additional  covered  collection  vehicle 
and  when  this  is  available  the  remainder  of  the  district  will  be 
served  and  there  will  be  an  increased  number  of  collections  in  some 
of  the  more  densel}^-populated  parishes. 

Salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  the  refuse  in  the 
majority  of  parishes,  trailers  being  used  for  the  purpose.  In  three 
villages  salvage  is  collected  by  local  arrangement  and  taken  to 
depots  where  it  is  collected  by  us  when  necessary.  During  the 
year  105  tons  of  salvage  were  collected  and  sold  for  ;£668.  The 
refuse  is  disposed  of  in  disused  quarries. 


MILK 

The  number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  was  225.  There  were 
39  farms  producing  Accredited  milk  and  22  farms  producing 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  One  licence  to  bottle  pasteurised  milk  was 
issued  by  the  Council. 
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One  hundred  and  four  samples  of  Accredited  milk  and  50  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  examined  by  the  County  Analyst. 
Where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  advisory  inspections 
were  made  and  in  some  cases  further  “ follow  up  ” samples  were 
taken. 

General  cleanliness  and  routine  whitewashing  were  well 
maintained  except  at  two  farms  where  informal  action  was  necessary 
to  remind  producers  of  the  regulations. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  eleven  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  are  still  not  in  use 
owing  to  the  Government  scheme  of  centralised  slaughtering. 
During  inspections  at  retail  shops  and  food  depots  the  following 
foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consiimption  : — 

46  lbs.  of  Bovine  Liver 
18  ,,  ,,  Margarine 

32  ,,  ,,  Rice 

50  ,,  ,,  Rolled  Oats 

563  tins  of  Milk 
64  ,,  ,,  Fish 

25  ,,  ,,  Meat  products 

3 doz.  Eggs 

4 ,,  Toffee  Bars 

Routine  inspections  of  the  bakehouses,  shops  and  food  prepara- 
tion premises  were  carried  out.  No  serious  complaints  arose  at  any 
of  the  premises. 


GENERAL 

Camping  Sites.  Fourteen  licences  to  station  and  use  individual 
movable  dwellings  and  4 licences  authorising  land  to  be  used  as 
camping  sites  were  granted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act.  The  licences  are  renewable  every  six  months  when  the  con- 
ditions are  examined  before  renewals  are  granted. 

Rats  and  Mice.  One  part-time  fully-trained  rodent  operative 
is  employed  to  carry  out  the  rat  destruction  campaign  initiated 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  During  the  year  57  poisoning  operations 
were  carried  out  and  the  refuse  tips  used  by  the  Council  were 
treated  as  necessity  arose.  Advice  and  instructions  were  given  to 
■a  number  of  householders  who  had  reported  the  presence  of  rats  in 
small  numbers. 
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Vermin.  Two  cases  of  flea  infestation  and  1 of  cockroaches 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Inspectors.  Disinfestation  was 
was  carried  out  and  the  premises  cleaned.  No  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  bed  bugs  was  discovered  or  brought  to  our  notice. 

Industries.  The  chief  industries  are  paper  making,  flock 
manufacture,  coal  mining,  plasticine  making.  Fuller’s  earth,  stone 
quarrying,  lime  kilns,  joinery  works,  rubber  industry  and  agriculture. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  request  additional  lavatory  accommo- 
dation in  only  1 case  and  that  where  extra  staff  had  been  employed. 
Otherwise  the  conditions  of  the  factories  and  workshops  used  in 
connection  with  the  above  trades  have  been  well  maintained. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  for  any  action  to  be  taken  with 
regard  to  smoke  from  any  of  the  premises. 

There  is  one  licensed  Knackers’  Yard  in  use  in  the  district. 
This  has  been  well  conducted. 
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KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1945  

Area  of  the  District  

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 
Rate  Books  

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  

Rateable  Value  


6,932 
4,170  acres 

2,085 

3-324 

£217 

£52,477 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  .... 

Council  Offices  : Keynsham. 

Telephone:  Keynsham  2291 /3. 


G.  E.  Chappell,  Esq.,  J.P. 

A.  W.  Powell,  Esq. 

H.  W.  Argile,  M.I.M.  & Cy.  E., 
A.R.S.I. 

D.  F.  G.  Lockyear 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  102. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

50 

39 

89 

Illegitimate 

— 

13 

13 

50  52  102 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population. 


mid  1945  

14 

•71 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .... 

28 

•57 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population 

12 

•98 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  

49 

•02 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  .... 

56 

•18 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  puerperal  causes  

Nil 

„ „ Cancer  (all  ages)  

14 

,,  „ Measles  (all  ages)  

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

„ „ Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  .... 

1 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
tr^insfers,  total  90,  46  males  and  44  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tj’phoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

2 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza.... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

3 

2 

5 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .... 

7 

7 

14 

Heart  disease  

9 

10 

19 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  

6 

3 

9 

Pneumonia  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

3 

3 

6 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth  

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  causes 

9 

6 

15 

46 

44 

90 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  5 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  4 males 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  4 1 — 4 weeks  ....  Nil  • 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  1 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  







Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

-- 

Measles  ....  

105 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

15 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

140 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Six  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  4 male 
and  2 female.  Three  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  all  female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  6 3 

Non-respiratory  3*  — 

* 1 Army 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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DAY  NURSERY 


The  Nursery  has  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during 
the  past  twelve  months.  Routine  medical  inspection  of  the  children 
was  carried  out  and  the  general  health  and  condition  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  30  children,  the  highest 
attendance  on  any  one  day  being  40. 

It  seems  quite  definite  now  that  these  Day  Nurseries  are  going 
to  provide  a permanent  link  in  the  chain  of  social  services.  The 
future  of  Ellsbridge  has  not  been  definitely  decided  but  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  it  will  continue  to  house  the  nursery  children  at 
least  until  alternative  and  perhaps  more  convenient  premises  have 
been  provided. 

KEYNSHAM  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  continued  to  flourish  and  maintain 
its  high  standard.  The  figures  showing  the  year’s  working  are  as 
follows  : — 


Keynsham 

Totals  on  the  Register 
at  the  beginning  of 

Saltford 

Evacuee 

Total 

the  year 

321 

40 

24 

385 

Totals  on  the  Register 

at  the  end  of  the  year 

351 

32 

9 

392 

The  attendances  for  the  year  were  as 

follows  : — 

Keynsham 

Saltford 

Evacuee 

Total 

January 

179 

1 

10 

190 

February 

152 

1 

5 

158 

March 

164 

1 

5 

170 

April  .... 

171 

— 

3 

174 

May  (closed  9th,  V Day) 

168 

2 

1 

171 

June  

160 

— 

1 

161 

July  

Auerust  (closed  8th  and 

162 

— 

— 

162 

15th)  

90 

— 

1 

91 

September 

127 

1 

2 

130 

October 

222 

4 

1 

227 

November 

158 

4 

1 

163 

December  

87 

1 

— 

88 

1840 

15 

30 

1885 

Attendances  for  1944  : 

1919 

8 

75 

2002 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


RAINFALL 


Month 

Station  (Total  depth 
in  inches) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
24  hours 

Date 

Somerdale 

Wellsway 

January  

1 

64 

1 -89 

•65 

18th  & 30th 

February  

2 

66 

3 -14 

•59 

10th 

March  

1 

•03 

1 -29 

•50 

21st 

April  

•90 

1 -00 

•40 

29th 

May  

2 

•38 

2 -47 

•43 

5th 

June  

3 

•33 

3 -42 

•75 

6th 

July  

1 

•50 

1 -61 

•55 

26th 

August  

1 

•91 

2-34 

•60 

21st 

September 

1 

•87 

•179 

•50 

2nd 

October  

3 

•39 

4-15 

•99 

24th 

November 

•34 

•30 

•30 

17th 

December  

4 

•38 

3 -96 

•75 

18th 

Total  

25 

•33 

27  -36 

1 

— 

— 

SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

With  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  properties  all  houses  are 
connected  to  public  sewers,  the  majority  of  which  convey  the 
sewage  to  the  Disposal  Works  at  Unity  Road. 

Although  these  works  deal  with  roughly  10  per  cent  larger 
daily  flow  of  sewage  than  that  for  which  they  were  originally 
designed,  the  effluent  is  still  generally  satisfactory. 

No  mitigation  of  the  difficulties  of  drying  the  sludge  has  been 
practicable,  and  a further  difficulty  has  been  experienced  for  the 
first  time  at  these  works — disposal  of  the  dried  sludge. 

Difficulty  regarding  the  disposal  of  surface  water  is  ever 
present  at  these  works  in  wet  periods  owing  to  their  having  no 
by-pass  or  storm  tank.  On  several  occasions  as  much  as  9 times  the 
dry  weather  flow  was  recorded  in  a 24-hour  period. 

The  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  the 
whole  of  the  area  by  the  Council’s  workmen.  It  is  taken  to  the 
Stidham  Gravel  Pit,  sorted  for  material  of  value  as  salvage  and  the 
remainder  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 
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HOUSING 


Staff  returning  from  the  Forces  towards  the  close  of  the  year 
were  faced  with  the  problem  of  Building  Control  and  Licensing. 
It  was  not  therefore  practicable  to  revert  to  regular  inspection  of 
houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  A number 
of  inspections  have  been  carried  out,  however,  and  where  necessary 
the  facilities  available  for  the  carrying  out  of  urgent  repairs  have 
been  employed. 

Some  80  building  licences  had  been  issued  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  these  included  4 for  the  erection  of  23  houses,  5 of  which 
were  actually  commenced. 

The  Council’s  schemes  for  their  first  year  programme  took 
definite  shape.  In  connection  with  advance  preparation  under  the 
Bristol  Group  Scheme,  work  on  the  Culvers  Road  and  Broadlands 
site  in  the  construction  of  nine  new  roads  with  separate  soil  and 
surface  water  sewers,  was  well  advanced  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  site  preparation  for  the  temporary  houses  was  completed 
so  far  as  the  Council  was  concerned,  and  the  contractors  for  the 
Ministry  of  Works  were  proceeding  with  the  foundation  slabs,  etc. 

At  the  Manor  Road  site  for  permanent  houses,  contracts  were 
placed  for  the  erection  of  36  houses,  of  which  6 had  actually  been 
commenced.  At  the  same  time  the  new  sewer  had  been  laid  and 
construction  of  the  new  road  was  proceeding. 

Tenders  had  also  been  invited  for  the  erection  of  54  permanent 
houses  at  Culvers  Road  site. 

A further  site  at  Norman  Road  was  being  acquired,  a Com- 
pulsory Purchase  Order  having  been  confirmed  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 

There  are  23  producers  of  milk  in  the  area  ; 4 of  these  are 
also  retailers.  A number  of  distributors  produce  or  obtain  their 
milk  in  rural  areas. 

Three  producers  are  licensed  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
for  the  production  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  3 for  accredited 
milk. 

In  addition,  the  District  Council  have  issued  the  following 
licences  to  use  special  designations  : — 

1 Pasteurised  Licence 
3 Supplementary  Licences 
3 Dealers’  Licences. 

All  premises  used  as  Dairies  are  periodically  inspected  b}'^  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Examination  of  milk  samples  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Analyst  and  35  samples  of  milk  of  special  designations  and  10  for 
examination  of  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  collected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  6 bakehouses  situated  within  the  Urban  District 
and  all  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Food  Premises 

There  are  22  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food. 
During  visits  to  grocers’  and  other  shops,  708  tins  of  fruit,  fish, 
preserves,  etc.,  together  with  6i  cwts.  sugar  (contaminated), 
33  lbs  sweets,  2f  lbs.  dried  fruit  and  2 lbs.  10  oz.  tea  were  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  food. 

Meat,  etc. 

The  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  remain  unused  owing  to 
the  centralised  slaughtering  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

During  visits  to  butchers’  and  other  shops,  1 ton,  11  cwts., 
39  lbs.  of  meat  (including  tinned)  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

The  Council  early  in  the  year  appointed  an  officer  especially 
to  carry  out  operations  to  clear  out  rodents.  There  proved  to  be 
in  fact  very  little  beyond  minor  infestations  at  isolated  business 
premises  and  dwelling  houses — the  latter  nearly  all  where  fowl 
runs  existed  in  close  proximity. 

He  therefore  directed  his  main  attention  to  the  Council’s 
sewers.  Here  again,  the  pre-baiting  of  manholes  showed  very  few 
lengths  to  be  infested.  They  were  poison  baited  and  then  post 
baited  later. 

Afterwards  the  full-time  services  of  a rodent  operator  were 
dispensed  with,  but  all  complaints  of  the  presence  of  rats  have  been 
followed  up  by  the  Sanitary  Officers. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  new  industries  brought  to  the  area  as  a result  of  the  war 
have  now  all  closed  down  or  been  transferred  back  to  their  original 
areas.  The  old  industries  of  manufacture  of  chocolate  and  cocoa, 
paper  and  envelopes,  ochre,  paint  and  chemicals  continue  to 
employ  a fair  proportion  of  the  available  population.  In  addition, 
enquiries  are  being  received  as  to  sites  upon  which  to  establish 
new  industries. 
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WATER 


Supply 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  within  the  area  of  supply 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  \Vater  Company.  With  the  exception 
of  about  a dozen  scattered  houses  and  a few  of  the  outlying  farms, 
all  domestic  supplies  are  taken  from  the  public  mains. 

Quantity  and  Quality 

No  complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the  quantity  of  water, 
though  pressure  varies  in  a marked  degree,  being  so  low  as  to 
scarcely  reach  the  highest  parts  of  the  district  in  the  day-time, 
while  in  the  lower  parts  the  pressure  is  such  as  to  cause  an  unusual 
number  of  burst  pipes. 

The  main  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  relate  to 
its  hardness,  which  varies  from  about  20  to  23  parts  per  100,000. 
Occasionally  complaints  are  made  as  to  discolouration  which  at 
times  is  quite  dark,  but  this  occurs  apparently  only  when  the  main 
supply  has  been  shut  down  for  some  purpose. 

Analysis 

As  the  source  of  the  public  supply  is  some  distance  outside  the 
area  of  the  Urban  District  no  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  raw 
water  from  samples  collected  by  officers  of  the  Urban  District 
Council. 

Bacteriological  analysis  of  the  water  is  made  quarterly,  and 
all  have  proved  satisfactory  and  show  no  contamination.  Chemical 
analysis  has  been  made  also  ; this  shows  the  water  to  be  slightly 
alkaline  with  up  to  9 -5  parts  per  100,000  of  sodium  bicarbonate. 

Contamination 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

In  the  case  of  two  farm  cottages  where  company’s  water  is 
available,  the  owner  is  arranging  for  a service  to  be  laid  into  the 
cottages  in  lieu  of  the  domestic  well  previously  used. 

Means  of  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  supply  from  public  mains  is  by  pipes  direct 
to  the  houses  ; there  are  no  stand  pipes. 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1945  10,920 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,082 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-5 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £267 

Rateable  Value  £66,350 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee  .... 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2348 


H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 

C.  I.  Young,  Esq. 

A.  I.  Bell,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B. 
M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers. 

total  186. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

90 

77 

167 

Illegitimate 

7 

12 

19 

97 

89 

186 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population. 


mid  1945  

17 

•03 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .... 

31 

•25 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  .... 

13 

•28 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 }^ear  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births 

32 

•26 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  .... 

35 

•93 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages) 

27 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .... 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

2 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  ... 

Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  145,  75  males  and  70  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

4 

2 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ....  ’.... 

1 

1 

2 

Sj^philitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  arid  duodenum  .... 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

7 

10 

17 

Diabetes ....  

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .... 

5 

4 

9 

Heart  disease 

25 

14 

39 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis  

4 

6 

10 

Pneumonia 

1 

6 

7 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

— 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

3 

1 

4 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide  ....  

1 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

2 

7 

All  other  causes 

10 

11 

21 

75 

70 

145 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  6 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year,  2 males  and  4 
females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  1 1 — 4 weeks  ....  Nil 

1 — 6 months  ....  3 6 — 12  months  ....  2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

13 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

410 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

5 

— 

— 

446 

14 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Nine  cases  of  Pulmonar}'’  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  7 male 
and  2 female.  Five  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 


notified,  2 male  and  3 female. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

9 

6 

Non-respiratory 

5 

2 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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FROME  DAY  NURSERY 


The  Day  Nursery  has  continued  to  serve  its  useful  purpose 
throughout  the  year  and  routine  medical  examination  of  the 
children  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years. 

The  general  health  and  condition  of  the  children  was  satis- 
factor}',  but  one  feels  that  now  that  the  war  is  over  strenuous 
efforts  should  be  made  to  secure  premises  more  suitable  for  use  as 
a day  nursery.  The  building  is  a particularly  sunless  one  and  that 
is  an  extremelj^  important  point  when  one  considers  the  length  of 
time  the  children  have  to  spend  indoors  owing  to  the  capricious 
nature  of  our  weather  in  recent  years. 

The  Nursery  was  open  for  247  days,  the  average  attendance 
per  session  being  29  and  the  highest  attendance  39.  Total  attend- 
ances for  the  year  were  7,163. 


FROME  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  total  attendances  for  the  year  again  showed  an  increase 
on  those  of  the  previous  year  and  this  is  a sufficient  commentary 
on  the  work  done  by  all  concerned.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the 
not  distant  future  the  centre  will  be  housed  in  premises  more  m 
keeping  with  the  importance  of  the  work  carried  out. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


January 

February 

March  .... 

April 

May 

Tune 

July  .... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


65 

so 

101 

95 

98 

145 

146 
157 
140 
150 
225 
126 


1528 


Totals  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  66 


„ ,,  end 


t } >} 


87 


Attendances  for  the  year  1944 


..  929 


33 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


This  includes  some  of  the  information  contained  in  last  year’s 
report,  particularly  that  relating  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

Milk 

Routine  inspections  of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  general  standard  of 
milk  production  and  distribution  has  been  well  maintained.  Three 
producers  are  licensed  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  to 
produce  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  three  to  produce  Accredited 
milk.  In  addition,  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  has  issued 
one  licence  to  Pasteurise  milk,  one  licence  to  retain  Pasteurised 
milk  and  one  licence  to  bottle  and  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 
Samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  taken  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses 

The  number  of  bakehouses  in  use  fell  by  3 during  the  year, 
and  the  11  in  active  use  were  inspected  twice  during  the  year. 
The  requirements  as  to  cleanliness,  limewashing,  etc.,  have  been 
well  carried  out. 

Ice  Cream 

As  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  was  allowed  after 
an  interval  of  several  years,  opportunity  of  revising  the  Register 
was  taken,  and  there  are  now  4 manufacturers  and  7 dealers  retailing 
ice  cream  in  the  Urban  district,  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Food  Premises 

All  food  premises  have  been  visited  at  least  once  during  the 
year,  and  particular  attention  directed  to  rats  and  mice  infestation. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

On  the  15th  January,  1940,  the  slaughtering  of  animals  intended 
for  human  consumption  came  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  since  that  date  slaughtering  in  Frome  has 
been  carried  out  at  the  Government  slaughterhouse  in  Merchants 
Barton. 

The  slaughterhouse  is  a “ registered  ” one,  i.e.,  it  was  in 
existence  at  the  material  date  when  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvements  Clauses  Act,  1847,  came  into  operation,  and  has 
thus  been  in  use  for  probably  more  than  a hundred  years.  It  is 
eminently  suited  for  its  original  purpose  of  slaughtering  for  one 
butcher,  as  it  is  large,  lofty,  well-lit  and  has  excellent  lairage 
accommodation,  and  a field  adjoining.  It  is  away  from  dwelling 
houses  and  off  a main  road.  In  the  past  six  years,  however,  all 
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the  home-killed  meat  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Rural  districts, 
the  Warminster  Urban  district  and  part  of  the  Warminster  and 
Westbury  Rural  district  has  come  from  this  slaughterhouse,  and 
from  time  to  time  carcases  have  been  sent  to  London,  Bath,  Bristol, 
Trowbridge,  etc.  Slaughtering  is  carried  out  daily  from  Sunday 
to  Thursday,  and,  on  occasion,  on  the  other  two  days.  All  workers 
in  the  slaughterhouse  are  licensed  slaughtermen,  and  all  animals 
are  humanely  killed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Each  morning  the  carcases  are  graded,  weighed  and  allocated, 
and  the  carcases  and  offals  are  then  transported  to  the  Butchers’ 
Groups  for  local  allocation.  The  vehicles  in  which  the  meat  is 
transported  are  now  satisfactory  and  are  kept  reasonably  clean. 
This  is  as  a result  of  constant  pressure  being  exerted  on  the  Ministry 
over  a period  of  years. 

All  the  slaughterhouse  by-products  (except  blood)  are  collected. 
The  inedible  offal  (surplus  gut,  udders,  etc.)  is  collected  twice  weekly. 
Pending  collection  it  is  stored  in  a garage  at  the  rear  of  the  slaughter- 
house. Hides  are  collected  daily  and  the  tripes  three  times  weekty. 
Various  glands  (adrenal,  pancreas,  ovaries,  etc.)  are  stored  in  a 
refrigerator,  collected  w'eekly,  and  used  for  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions. 

The  drainage  of  tlie  slaughterhou.se  is  satisfactory,  and  no 
pollution  of  the  River  Frome  has  occurred  for  some  years  from 
this  source. 

The  slaughterhouse  is  under  the  control  of  a Ministry  of  Food 
officer,  the  slaughterhouse  manager,  and  is  visited  weekly  by  the 
Area  Slaughterhouse  Officer.  In  addition,  the  By-Products  Inspector 
and  the  Technical  Adviser  on  Meat  Inspection  make  frequent 
visits. 

Imported  meat  is  received  at  and  distributed  from  the  W.M.S.A. 
Depot  in  Morgans  Lane. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  slaughterhouse  is  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  Frome  Laundry  and  other  factories.  By-products, 
manure  and  carcases  are  often  being  loaded  or  wheeled  from  the 
slaughterhouse  when  factory  workers  are  going  to  or  from  work, 
but  this  cannot  be  avoided.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  slaughter- 
house manager  and  all  employees  for  their  sustained  continuous 
efforts. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  centralised  slaughtering  continues 
more  suitable  premises  will  be  available  throughout  the  country. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  was  cut  down  from  16,000 
private  slaughterhouses  and  130  public  slaughterhouses,  to  512 
slaughtering  centres.  The  provision  of  abattoirs  by  local  authorities 
is  a desirable  Public  Health  reform.  Despite  many  great 
disadvantages  great  work  has  been  done  in  the  various  Ministry 
of  Food  Slaughterhouses.  Not  the  least  good  has  been  done  by  the 
closing  down  of  undesirable  slaughterhouses  in  rural  areas. 
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The  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 

2,194  beasts  ; 2,517  calves  ; 5,181  sheep  ; and  651  pigs. 

As  a result  of  these  examinations,  the  following  carcases 
and  organs  were  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption ; — 


Beasts 


Carcases  and  Viscera  (Tuberculosis) 

84 

Forequarters  .... 

( ..  ) 

36 

Hindquarters  .... 

( ..  ) 

2 

Heads  

( „ ) 

268 

Lungs  .... 

( „ ) 

394 

Livers  .... 

( „ ) 

86 

Mesenteries 

( ) 

51 

Carcases  and  Viscera  (Johne’s  disease)  

2 

>y  . a } } 

(Oedema)  

2 

Carcase  and  Viscera 

(Septic  pericarditis) 

1 

) > a >} 

(Multiple  abscesses) 

1 

Forequarters  .... 

(Bruising)  

2 

Hindquarters  .... 

( ..  ) 

10 

Heads  

(Actinomycosis) 

2 

Lungs  

(Melanosis)  

1 

Hearts  .... 

(Fatty  degeneration) 

2 

Livers  .... 

(Distomatosis)  

324 

,,  , parts  of 

( ..  ) 

175 

yy  • • • • 

(Cavernous  Angioma) 

33 

y y • • " • • • • 

(Fatty  infiltration)  .... 

1 

Liver 

(C^^sticercus  Echinococcus)  .... 

1 

Sheep 

Carcase 

(Oedema)  

1 

Carcase  ..  . 

(Jaundice)  

1 

Carcases  (Multiple  abscesses) 

2 

Lungs  and  Livers 

(Strongylus  rufescens) 

169 

Pigs 

Carcases 

(Tuberculosis) 

3 

Carcase  .... 

(Erysipelas)  

1 

Heads  

(Tuberculosis)  

5 

Plucks  .... 

( „ ) 

2 

Mesenteries 

( ) 

2 

Calves 

Carcases 

(Immaturity)  

5 

yy  “ " 

(Pyaemia)  

2 

Carcase 

(Congenital  Tuberculosis)  .... 

1 
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In  addition  a considerable  amount  of  food  was  surrendered  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  As  reported  in  previous 
reports,  the  figures  do  not  necessarily  indicate  any  lessening  in  the 
purity  and  wholesomeness  of  tinned  and  other  foods.  Before  the 
war,  quantities  of  damaged  food  were  returned  by  retailers  to  the 
wholesalers  without  reference  to  the  local  authorities,  but  with 
the  advent  and  continuance  of  rationing  and  “ points  values  ” 
the  inspection  and  certification  of  food  by  sanitary  inspectors  has 
increased  considerably. 

In  many  cases  damaged  and  dented  tins,  although  harder  to 
sell,  were  found  to  be  quite  fit.  All  food  surrendered  was  used  for 
animal  feeding,  the  great  majority  being  collected  by  the  Surveyor 
and  mixed  with  pigs’  swill  boiled  at  the  sewage  works  and  sold 
to  pig  keepers.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  fish  was  found  to 
be  unfit  : this  may  be  attributed  to  the  improvements  in  rail 
transport  since  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  in  Europe. 

The  following  food  was  surrendered  : — 

315  tins  of  meat  and  meat  products 
97  „ „ fish  „ fish 

171  ,,  ,,  fruit  and  vegetables 

115  ,,  ,,  milk 
217  lbs.  of  oranges 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the  town  were  regularly 
inspected  and  were  well  conducted. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  following  all  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  Two  vermin  infested  houses  were  disinfested  with  satis- 
factory results. 

Housing  and  Nuisances 

It  has  not  been  possible  for  several  years  past  to  maintain 
the  normal  desirable  standard  of  housing  repairs.  During  the  year 
various  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  by  informal  action,  and 
five  abatement  orders  served  with  satisfactory  results.  It  may 
be  pointed  out  that  all  local  builders  have  suffered  reduction  in 
staff,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  great  shortage  of  materials, 
militated  against  the  old  standard  of  housing  maintenance.  For 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  many  builders’  men  were  working  in 
London  on  first-aid  repairs  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  repairs  of  even  the  most  essential  nature  were  carried  out  in 
Frome. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  several  houses  which  were  the 
subject  of  demolition  orders  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  and 
other  houses  which  would  undoubtedly  have  also  been  the  subject 
of  representation  under  the  Housing  Act,  have  been  in  constant 
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occupation.  When  the  time  comes  appropriate  action  will,  no 
doubt,  be  taken,  but  the  present  housing  situation  being  so  acute, 
that  time  is  not  yet. 

Whilst  no  fresh  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  light,  the 
number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  increased  to  over  400 
and  this  list  swells  daily.  With  the  close  of  the  war  and  the  conse- 
quent demobilisation  of  young  serving  men,  many  of  whom  have 
been  married  in  the  past  two  or  three  years  and  whose  wives  have 
been  living  with  relations,  the  need  for  accommodation  of  a reason- 
able standard  allowing  for  adequate  room,  good  hygienic  conditions 
and  family  privacy  has  increased  enormously.  This  need  is  nation- 
wide. The  Frome  U.D.C.  has  made  good  progress  in  the  prelimin- 
ary work  in  connection  with  the  post-war  housing  scheme. 

River  Pollution 

One  case  of  river  pollution  occurred  during  the  year  when 
a large  number  of  dead  fish  were  found  floating  down  stream. 
Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  fish 
mortality.  A complete  investigation  has  been  carried  out  now  of 
the  sources  of  pollution  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Health 
Department. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Four  infestations  of  a major  primary  type  and  eleven  infesta- 
tions of  a minor  secondary  type  were  dealt  with  under  the  Infestation 
Order,  1943.  These  included  the  Sewage  Works  and  the  British 
Restaurant.  The  Ministry  of  Food  methods  of  pre-baiting  and 
poisoning  with  arsenic  and  zinc  phosphide  were  used. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  town  sewers  serve  practically  the  whole  of  the  district 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a few  houses  on  the  outskirts,  all  houses 
are  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  which  conve}'S  sewage  to 
the  Outfall  Works  at  Spring  Gardens. 

The  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council’s 
staff  of  workmen  twice  weekly  from  the  centre  of  the  town  and 
weekly  from  the  rest  of  the  district. 

Water 

1.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and 
quantity. 

2.  Satisfactory  bacteriologcial  tests  have  been  made.  The 
water  is  chlorinated  and  undergoes  no  other  treatment. 

3.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

4.  No  contamination  has  occurred. 

5.  The  public  water  mains  supply  3,082  houses,  total  popula- 
tion 11,000,  of  which  an  estimated  number  of  300  are 
supplied  from  stand  pipes. 
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FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Population  estimated  1945  10,440 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,236 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-2 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £160 

Rateable  Value  £38,609 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

W.  M.  Jones,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee  .... 

W.  M.  Jones,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

H.  L.  Burt,  M.S.LA.,  C.R.S.I., 
C.  Meat  & Foods  E,  C.S.LE.B. 
(Bond.) 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  201. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

102 

79 

181 

Illegitimate  ....  

11 

9 

20 

113  88  201 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 — 

1 

Illegitimate 

— — 

— 

1—1 


Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1945  19-25 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  4-95 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  11-40 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  39  -80 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  38-67 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  50  -00 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  14 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 


40 


DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  119,  64  males  and  55  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

4 

2 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases  

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Measles  

— 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

5 

4 

9 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .... 

2 

7 

9 

Heart  disease  

17 

14 

31 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  

5 

1 

6 

Pneumonia  

— 

2 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis....  

4 

2 

6 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth  

1 

2 

3 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 



1 

Other  violent  causes  

2 

1 

3 

All  other  causes  

10 

5 

15 

64 

55 

119 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  9 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year,  5 male  and  4 
females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  6 1 — 4 weeks  ....  1 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  pox 

Scarlet  Fever  

14 

6 

— 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

161 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

6 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ....  

1 

1 

— 

— 

189 

8 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  both  male. 
Three  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  1 male 


and  2 female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  ....  ....  ....  2 6 

Non-respiratory  3 Nil 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  127  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Coleford 

The  springs  feeding  this  supply  maintained  an  adequate 
yield  during  the  major  part  of  the  year,  but  for  a period  of  nineteen 
days  (6th  October  to  25th  October),  owing  to  an  unusually  dry 
period,  a shortage  was  felt  at  a few  houses  on  the  higher  points 
of  the  system.  Previously,  similar  shortages  were  experienced  in 
1938  and  1944  and  these  are  the  only  occasions  on  which  this  has 
happened  during  the  sixteen  years  the  supply  has  been  under 
my  control. 

During  the  year,  the  gear  and  pinion  wheels  of  the  water  wheel 
were  renewed.  The  old  ones,  having  had  a long  life  and  the  teeth 
having  become  badly  worn,  I considered  unusable.  The  job  of 
dismantling  the  old  and  fixing  the  new  wheels,  although  con- 
siderable, was  accomplished,  I am  glad  to  say,  without  any  dis- 
continuance of  the  supply  or  inconvenience  to  the  consumers. 

Leigh-on-Mendip 

The  automatic  electric  pump  which  raises  water  to  Tadhill 
and  then  supplements  the  two  springs  gravitating  to  Leigh,  has 
considerably  assisted  this  supply  during  the  dry  weather  and  a 
constant  supply  has  been  maintained. 

A break  down  in  the  motor  of  the  pump  occurred  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  some  trouble  and  delay  was  experienced  in 
getting  repairs  to  it  effected.  As  this  happened  during  the  wet 
period  of  the  year  it  had  no  repercussions  on  the  village  supply 
but  the  colony  of  houses  at  Tadhill  had  to  have  water  carted  to 
them. 

Buckland  Dinham 

This  supply  was  again  adequate  to  meet  all  needs  but  an 
underground  escape  of  water  from  a defective  service  pipe  at  a 
low  level  let  the  supply  down  badly  at  Christmas  time  and  con- 
siderable trouble  and  work  were  entailed  before  the  matter  was 
rectified. 

Norton  St.  Philip 

These  Works  which  have  been  in  operation  for  over  eight 
years  have  again  provided  a continuous  supply  to  the  area  served. 
In  September  trouble  developed  in  the  pump  of  No.  2 Borehole 
and,  after  considerable  deliberation  of  the  subject  with  the  makers 
of  the  pump  and  investigations  to  ascertain  the  cause,  the  pump, 
on  being  dismantled,  was  found  to  have  one  of  its  nine  impellers 
loose  on  its  shaft  and  this,  no  doubt,  was  having  a considerable 
effect  upon  its  efficiency. 
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Another  rather  disquieting  fact  which  revealed  itself  was  that 
the  lignum  vitae  bearings  of  the  driving  shaft  had  worn  completely 
away.  This  necessitated  the  entire  reconditioning  of  the  pump  by 
the  makers.  When  it  is  remembered  that  this  pump  was  entirely 
reconstructed  and  put  back  into  commission  on  the  30th  September, 
1943,  its  badly  worn  condition  is  very  disturbing. 

During  the  course  of  investigation  it  was  found  that  the 
water  level  in  the  borehole  had  fallen. 

Faulkland 

A scheme  for  the  laying  of  water  mains  to  this  part  of  the 
district  from  the  Norton  St.  Philip  regional  supply  was  prepared 
by  the  Council’s  consulting  engineer.  Major  Waters,  but  consequent 
upon  the  breaking  down  of  the  pumping  plant,  it  was  ultimately 
agreed  to  delay  proceeding  with  this  scheme  until  a more  efficient 
and  reliable  pumping  plant  had  been  installed. 

Mells 

These  springs  showed  no  variation  in  their  customary  behaviour, 
abundance  of  water  during  the  wet  periods  with  a shortage  on  the 
higher  levels  in  dry  weather. 

Nunney 

This  supply,  although  the  springs  gave  a constant  and  continual 
yield,  was  at  times  inadequate  to  meet  all  needs  owing  to  the 
greatly  increased  demands  made  upon  it  by  farmers.  This  is 
particularly  noticeable  during  dry  weather  when  a much  greater 
quantity  is  consumed  by  cattle. 

After  numberless  deliberations  and  investigations  into  the 
inadequacy  of  the  supply  on  the  high  level  supply  at  Ridgeway, 
which  have  extended  over  a number  of  3^ears,  the  Council  agreed 
to  the  recommendations  I had  put  forward  on  numerous  occasions 
and  gave  their  consent  to  the  relaying  of  a considerable  length  of 
this  main  with  3-in.  asbestos  pipes,  and  since  this  has  been  done 
no  word  of  complaint  has  been  received  from  the  consumers  drawing 
from  this  main.  Prior  to  this  having  been  done  considerable  sums 
of  money  had  been  expended  on  various  suggestions  made,  from 
time  to  time,  but  the  results  obtained  had  alwaj^s  proved  abortive. 

Wanstrow 

These  springs  again  revealed  their  seasonal  variations  and 
the  advent  of  dry  weather  brought  about  a great  diminution 
in  jdeld  so  that  great  care  had  to  be  exercised  in  the  use  of  water. 

Quarterly  Analysis 

The  quarterly  sampling  of  the  Council’s  supplies  has  been 
carried  on  during  the  year  and  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  showed 
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three  of  the  supplies  to  be  satisfactory  and  four  varying  from 
satisfactory  to  slightly  below  the  standard. 

New  Water  Supplies 

A considerable  amount  of  time  and  attention  has  been  given 
during  the  year  to  the  investigations  of  various  sources  of  water 
which  have  been  suggested  as  suitable  for  a Public  Supply,  and  in 
this  connection  various  consultants  have  been  engaged,  but  almost 
invariably  these  reports  have  not  been  favourable. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Nunney 

This  system,  which  works  on  the  principle  of  precipitation, 
has  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  the  contractors 
for  the  emptying  of  the  two  settlement  tanks  have  carried  out  the 
monthly  cleansing  of  these  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  method 
employed  by  them  has  proved  a great  improvement  on  that  which 
hitherto  prevailed. 

Rode 

These  works,  which  came  into  operation  just  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  have  continued  to  function,  but  until 
works  are  carried  out  to  eliminate  the  enormous  volume  of  water 
other  than  sewage  which  is  discharged  into  the  sewers,  the  works 
will  continue  to  be  overloaded  and  unsatisfactory. 

Coleford 

These  sewage  works  have  received  regular  attention  and  the 
final  effluent  has  been  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  I presented  a report  upon  the  subject  of 
post  war  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  and  the  priority  in  dealing  with 
same. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  indestructible  house  refuse  has  been  collected  monthly 
from  over  the  whole  area.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  local  con- 
tractors and  is  deposited  in  tips  situated  at  various  parts  of  the 
district.  The  village  of  Coleford  has  a weekly  collection  made  of 
all  the  house  refuse. 


SALVAGE 

A separate  scheme  for  the  salvage  of  waste  paper,  etc.,  has 
continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year  and  a considerable 
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amount  of  work  is  entailed  in  this  direction.  The  work  is  carried 
out  on  a voluntary  basis  by  salvage  stewards  in  numerous  parts 
of  the  area.  These  stewards  organise  depots  for  the  local  collections 
of  the  salvage  and  at  monthly  intervals  a lorry  transports  it  to  a 
central  depot,  where  a man  is  wholly  employed  in  the  job  of  sorting 
and  baling. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

As  a result  of  the  activities  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  con- 
nection with  the  destruction  of  rodents,  considerable  action  has 
been  taken  in  accordance  with  their  wishes.  The  workable  area 
operatives  were  engaged  in  dealing  with  minor  infestations  for  a 
short  period.  Ultimately,  the  workable  area  operatives  were  dis- 
banded as  it  was  found  that  the  results  obtained  did  not  justify 
the  excessive  cost  entailed. 


ERADICATION  OF  BUGS 

Only  one  case  of  bug  infestation  was  observed  during  the 
year.  This  was  duly  dealt  with  and  the  house  is  being  kept  under 
observation  for  any  recurrence. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Visits  of  inspection  to  farms  and  dairies  were  made  during  the 
year  and  informal  action  taken  where  necessary  was  sufficient  to 
deal  with  all  matters  arising. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  78  Accredited  and  30 
Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  on  the  Register. 


Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  389 

„ ,,  Distributors  ,,  „ 

(a)  Distributors  only  1 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  ....  113 

Number  of  Licensed  Milk  Producers  : — 

Supplementary  Pasteurising  Nil 


At  the  request  of  the  County  Council  the  sampling  of  milk 
from  cattle  herds  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacillus,  which  had  been  discontinued  during  the  war,  has  now 
been  recommenced. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


All  food  premises  have  been  kept  under  supervision  during 
the  3'ear  and  methods  of  handling  and  preparation  of  foodstuffs 
observed.  The  following  tinned  foodstuffs  were  examined  and 
condemned  : — 

11  tins  of  Milk 
30  ,,  ,,  Fish 

17  ,,  ,,  Meat  and  Meat  products 

4 „ „ Beans 

47  lbs.  ,,  Bacon 
10  „ ,,  Chopped  Pork 

24  ,,  „ Chopped  Ham 


HOUSING 

The  question  of  post-war  housing  has  exercised  a great  amount 
of  the  Council’s  attention  during  the  year  and  building  programmes 
for  the  first  three  3^ears  made  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry.  An  architect  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  plans 
for  the  first  part  of  the  scheme  and  the  opinions  of  women  upon 
these  were  heard  at  a special  meeting  convened  during  the  year. 

Under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  all  matters  arising 
from  housing  defects  and  nuisances  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Hobhouse  Report 
upon  Rural  Housing,  whereby  it  is  provided  that  a complete  survey 
of  all  working-class  dwellings  should  be  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  an  agreed  standard  for  the  whole  of  the  County,  the  Council 
have  appointed  a qualified  officer  to  do  this  work.  He  commenced 
his  duties  on  1st  October,  .1945,  and  has  been  engaged  continually 
ever  since. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 

No  case,  of  river  pollution  was  met  with  during  the  year. 
Reports  received  upon  dead  fish  having  been  seen  in  the  river  were 
accounted  as  having  been  killed  by  some  pollution  arising  in  the 
part  of  the  river  flowing  through  the  Urban  area. 
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